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Optional Resources: 

Summer Bridge 
Activities Gr. 2-3 
Summer Brain 

Quest Gr. 2-3 

Reading Tips: 
When picking out a book 
think about “High Five” if 
your child struggles to 
read five or more words 
on the page the book 
may be too challenging. 
If they are able to read 
everything without 
assistance then the book 
is too easy. Find a book 
that they can read 
confidently, yet might 
need help for some 
words. 

MATH 

1

READING 
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WRITING 
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Rising 3rd Grade Summer 
Packet 

Any summer work that your child does will help combat the 
summer slide. Know that we will be doing a lot of review the first 
few weeks of school, so please do not stress about summer work. 
We would really love it if your child is geared up and ready for the 
first day of school having spent some time reviewing math and 
reading over the next few months.

Each rising 3rd grader will need to have solid mastery of basic 
addition and subtraction facts to help prepare them for the 
multiplication and division facts that will be introduced in 3rd 
Grade. Math apps or flashcards are excellent resources that can 
help your child build their rote memory and gain mastery of these 
facts. They should not be using their fingers or require counters 
to determine the next value. 

Summer reading is a great way to help your child continue to 
expand their vocabulary and comprehension skills. When 
reading,  have your child read some pages aloud to you to check 
their oral fluency. See the reading tip in right column. You could 
even take turns reading a page to each other so they see you 
modeling inflection while reading. We are asking rising 3rd 
graders to read at least two books: one required novel and one 
choice novel. We will be starting the year with activities relating 
to the required novel, so we do expect that it has already been 
read. There is also a writing activity that should be completed and 
brought to school on the first day.

Summertime is filled with fun things to write about. Encourage 
your child to write a story about a trip or summer adventure. 
They could write about their pet, a favorite ice cream dessert, or 
their favorite birthday surprise. Encourage them to write a few 
sentences each week.

Enclosed you will find the Summer Reading Information and also 
some math review pages that will help to further prepare your 
child for 3rd grade. These pages should be completed and 
turnedin on the first day of school.

Happy Summer!





























St. Benedict’s Episcopal School 
Rising 3rd Grade Summer Reading 

All rising third graders are required to read at least 2 books and complete the Summer 
Reading Report Form for both books. The 2 Summer Reading Reports should be brought to 
school in August.

Required Reading            
Henry and Ribsy by Beverly Cleary         
Students should read this book and complete a summer reading report. Students should also bring 
their copy of the book to school in August and be ready to discuss it as a class. An additional book 
project will also be completed in the beginning of the school year. 

Personal Choice Reading 
Choose at least one book from the list below and complete a summer reading report.

Realistic Fiction 

Bowen, Fred TJ’s Secret Pitch 
In his determination to pitch for his neighborhood baseball team, twelve-year-old TJ adopts the 
unorthodox style of the legendary Rip Sewell. 

Cabot, Meg Moving Day 
Nine-year-old Allie Finkle has rules for everything and is even writing her own rule book, but her 
world is turned upside down when she learns that her family is moving across town, which will 
mean a new house, school, best friend, and plenty of new rules. 

Christopher, Matt The Year Mom Won the Pennant 
The boys are all hesitant when one boy’s mother is the only parent who volunteers to coach their 
Little League team, but there is quite a surprise in store for them. 

Cleary, Beverly  Socks          
Socks is one happy cat and lives the good life with his affectionate owners, Mr. and Mrs. Bricker. 
But when a new baby arrives, suddenly the Brickers have less and less time for Socks. Little 
Charles William is the one getting all the attention. Socks feels left out—and to show it, he starts 
getting into all sorts of trouble!  

Cleary, Beverly  Muggie Maggie         
At first, Maggie is just feeling plain stubborn when she declares she won't learn cursive. Why 
would she need to know how to read those squiggly lines? But all the letters that Mrs. Leeper sends 
to the office are in cursive, and Maggie thinks they are written about her. There's only way to know 
for sure. 

Haddix, Margaret The Girl with 500 Middle Names 
Janie’s parents move to the suburbs so she can attend a better school, but she discovers that most 

of the students’ families are wealthier than her family. 



Jacobson, Jennifer Truly Winnie 
Winnie, Zoe and Vanessa are going to summer camp for the first time and Winnie worries no one 
will like her, she won’t have a good time and her father won’t make it to Parent’s Day. 
Sequel: Winnie Dancing on her Own 

Lin, Grace The Year of the Dog: A Novel 
Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a young Taiwanese-American girl sets out to 
apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog, those making best friends and finding oneself, 
to her own life. 

Lowry, Lois Gooney Bird Greene 
A most unusual new student who loves to be the center of attention entertains her teacher and 
fellow second graders by telling absolutely true stories about herself, including how she got her 
name. 

McDonald, Megan Judy Moody 
Third graders, Judy, is in a first day of school bad mood until she gets an assignment to create a 
collage all about herself and begins creating her masterpiece, the ME collage. 

Mills, Claudia 7 x 9 = Trouble 
Third grader, Wilson, struggles with his times tables in order to beat the class deadline. 

Moss, Marissa Amelia’s Notebook 
The hand lettered contents of a nine-year-old girl’s notebook, in which she records her thoughts 
and feelings about moving, starting school, and dealing with her older sister, as well as keeping 
her old best friend and making a new one. 

Park, Barbara Skinnybones 
Alex’s active sense of humor helps him get along with the school braggart, make the most of his 
athletic talents, and simply get by in a hectic world. 

Rockwell, Thomas How to Eat Fried Worms 
Two boys set out to prove that worms can make a delicious meal. 

Science Fiction / Fantasy 

Applegate, K.A. The Invasion 
Jake and his friends encounter something mysterious that allows them to morph into different 
animals. 

Black, Holly The Field Guide 
When the Grace children go to stay at their great-aunt Lucinda’s old Victorian house, they 
discover a field guide to fairies and other creatures and begin to have some unusual experiences. 



Crilley, Mark Akiko on the Planet Smoo 
Akiko has an unexpected adventure when she is whisked away to a distant planet and put in 
charge of the rescue mission that must search for a kidnapped prince. 

Gannett, Ruth Stiles My Father’s Dragon 
A young boy determines to rescue a poor baby dragon that is being used by a group of lazy wild 
animals to ferry them across the river on Wild Island. 

Kessler, Liz The Tall of Emily Windsnap 
After finally convincing her mother that she should take swimming lessons, Emily discovers a 
terrible and wonderful secret about herself that opens up a whole new world. 

Riordan, Rick The Lightning Thief 
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, twelve-year-old 
Percy is sent to a summer camp of demigods like himself, and joins his new friends on a quest to 
prevent a war between the gods.

Sachar, Louis Sideways Stories from Wayside School 
Humorous episodes from the classroom on the thirtieth floor of Wayside School, which was 
accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each story. 

Scieszka, Jon Summer Reading is Killing Me! 
At the beginning of summer vacation, Joe, Sam, and Fred find themselves trapped inside their 
summer reading list of well-known children’s books. 

Slote, Alfred My Robot Buddy 
For his tenth birthday, Jack wants a robot so he’ll have someone to play with every day. 

Historical Fiction 

Adler, Susan Meet Samantha, An American Girl 
In 1904, nine-year-old Samantha, an orphan living with her wealthy grandmother, and her servant 
friend Nellie have a midnight adventure when they try to find out what has happened to the 
seamstress who suddenly left her job. Series with other authors and Girls. 

Hahn, Mary Downing Anna All Year Round 
Eight-year-old Anna experiences a series of episodes, some that are funny, others sad, involving 
friends and family during a year in Baltimore just before World War 1. 
Sequel: Anna on the Farm 



Tarshis, Lauren I Survived The San Francisco Earthquake, 1906 
Ten-year-old Leo loves being a newsboy in San Francisco, but early one spring morning in 1906 
Leo’s world is shaken, when he finds himself stranded in the middle of San Francisco as it 
crumbles and burns to the ground. 

Wilder, Laura Ingalls The Little House on the Prairie 
The story of the pioneering Ingalls family and how they moved West in a covered wagon to build 
a new home on the Kansas prairie. 

Animal Stories 

Banks, Lynne Reid I, Houdini: The Autobiography of a Self-Educated Hamster 
A boastful hamster with exceptional talent as an escape artist recounts his experiences chewing, 
wriggling, or squeezing his way out of various closed areas in his quest for the great outside. 

Bond, Michael A Bear Called Paddington 
A very small bear found by Mr. and Mrs. Brown at Paddington station becomes one of the family. 

Byars, Betsy Wanted…Mud Blossom 
Convinced that Mud is responsible for the disappearance of the school hamster that he was taking 
care of for the weekend, Junior Blossom is determined that the dog should be tried for his 
“crime”. 

Creech, Sharon Love that Dog 
A young student, who comes to love poetry through a personal understanding of what different 
famous poems mean to him, surprises himself by writing his own inspired poem. 

Erickson, Russell E. A Toad for Tuesday 
On Thursday a toad is captured by an owl that saves him to eat on Tuesday, the owl’s birthday, 
but the intervening five days change his mind. 

Taylor, Theodore The Trouble with Tuck 
A young girl trains her blind dog to follow and trust a seeing-eye companion dog. 



Mysteries/Adventures 

Adler, David Cam Jansen and the Mystery of the Stolen Diamonds 
A fifth-grader with a photographic memory and her friend, Eric, help solve the mystery of the 
stolen diamonds. 

Berends, Polly The Case of the Elevator Duck 
Chronicles the adventures of an eleven-year-old detective which started when he found a duck in 
the elevator of his apartment building. 

Berlin, Eric The Puzzling World of Winston Breen 
Puzzle-crazy twelve-year-old Winston Breen and his ten-year-old sister Katie find themselves 
involved in a dangerous mystery involving a hidden ring. 

Bryant, Bonnie Pony Crazy 
When Joey Dutton moves away and a new neighbor moves in, May and Jasmine try to find out 
why lights flicker on and off at night and what is making strange noises in the stable. 

Child, Lauren Utterly Me, Clarice Bean 
When someone steals the winner’s trophy for the school book project, Clarice emulates her 
favorite book heroine, Ruby Redfort the detective. 

Clifford, Eth Help! I’m a Prisoner in the Library 
Two girls spend an adventurous night trapped inside the public library during a terrible blizzard. 

Gutman, Dan Coach Hyatt is a Riot! 
A new football coach arrives at school, and with help from an unexpected new team member, the 
Moose wins a game. 

Hale, Bruce Farewell My Lunch Bag 
When fourth-grade private eye Chet Gecko is called to catch someone, who is stealing food from 
the school cafeteria, he finds himself framed for the crime. 

Marsh, Carole The Mystery of Biltmore House 
Stacy, Trent, Wendy, and Michael visit the famous Biltmore House in Asheville, North Carolina, 
where they encounter some creepy ghosts, a scary basement, and a missing antique chess set. 

Warner, Gertrude   The Boxcar Children 
Four orphans, two boys and two girls, set up housekeeping in an old boxcar. 



Non-Fiction Books 

Barraclough, Sue Respecting Our World 
Photographs and simple text describe how saving energy and water, recycling, cleaning up the 
land can make a difference in the Earth’s environment. 

Burleigh, Robert One Giant Leap 
Celebrates the 40

th 
anniversary of the first moon-landing.

Clayton, Sally Persephone 
Based on the Greek myth, the classic brings alive one of the world’s most ancient legends—the 
origins of the seasons. 

Davis, Gibbs Wackiest White House Pets 
Describes the various kinds of pets, including grizzly bears and alligators, kept at the White 
House by various presidents from George Washington to George w. Bush. 

D’Harcourt, Claire Art Up Close: From Ancient to Modern 
Invites the reader to search for tiny details hidden in famous works of art, providing 
information about each painting, the techniques used to create them, and how the artists and 
movements helped art to develop through the ages. 

Gibbons, Gail Deserts 
An introduction to the characteristics of deserts and the plants and animals that inhabit them. 

Gutman, Bill Greg Maddux 
Follows the life of baseball pitcher Greg Maddux, from his childhood in an Air Force family to 
his career with the Chicago Cubs and the Atlanta Braves. 

Hamilton, John How a Bill Becomes a Law 
Explains what a law is, and how an idea passes through the federal government and becomes a 
law that people must obey. 

Jacobson, Ryan The Story of the Star-Spangled Banner 
In graphic novel format, discusses the events leading up to the Battle of Fort McHenry and 
Francis Scott Key’s writing of the Star-Spangled Banner, and later how it became our national 
anthem. Series 

Kalman, Bobbie The Water Cycle 
Discusses how different processes, including evaporation, condensation, precipitation, and run- 
off, work together to move water from the ground to the air and then back down again. 



Krensky, Stephen Bigfoot 
Describes beliefs around the world about the creature often called “Bigfoot”, discusses reported 
sightings, and presents examples of Bigfoot in popular culture. 

Krull, Kathleen A Woman of President: The Story of Victoria Woodhull 
Traces the life and accomplishments of the American suffragist who became the first successful 
female stockbroker and later started a newspaper and ran for president. 

Low, Alice The Fastest Game on Two Feet and Other Poems About How 
Sports Began 

Have you ever wondered how your favorite sports began? 

McNulty, Faith If you Decide to Go to the Moon 
An imaginary journey to the mon reveals what a real voyage would be like and what astronauts 
Would find once they arrive 

Osborne, Mary Pope         American Tall Tales 
A collection of tall tales about such American folk heroes as Sally Ann Thunder, Ann Whirlwind, 
Pecos Bill, John Henry, and Paul Bunyan. 

Prelutsky, Jack, ed. The Random House Book of Poetry for Children 
More than 550 poems by American, English, and anonymous authors. A terrific compilation! 

Roca, Nuria Your Family Tree 
Shows readers how to create a family tree and learn about their ancestors. 

St. George, Judith So You Want to be an Inventor? 
Presents some of the characteristics of inventors by describing the inventions of people such as 
Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison, and Eli Whitney. 

Talbott, Hudson United Tweets of America 
A reference guide provides a fact-filled introduction to the state birds of each of the fifty states, 
from Alabama’s Yellowhammer to Wyoming’s Western Meadowlark, and includes additional 
information about each state. 

Tang, Greg The Grapes of Math: Mind-Stretching Math Riddles 
This clever collection of puzzles could spark the interest of even the most  mathematically 
challenged readers. 

Yolen, Jane Mightier Than the Sward: World Folktales for Strong Boys 
A collection of folktales from around the world which demonstrates the triumph of brains over 
brawn. 
Sequel: Not One Damsel in Distress: World Folktales from Strong Girls 



Summer Reading Report for Rising 3rd Grade 
Name     __________________________________________ Date________ 

Please complete this report for the two books you read this summer and bring it with 
you on the first day of school. 

 

Title and Author:

Beginning:

Middle:



!

!

End:

My favorite part of the book:
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